

CHESTERFIELD COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT

BOARD OF EDUCATION

REGULAR SESSION

MARCH 12, 2018
PRESENT – BOARD MEMBERS:
Mr. Wesley R. Miles, Chairman; Mr. Darin M. Coleman, Vice-Chairman; Mr. Eric G. Dusa, Secretary;             Mrs. Kimberly T. Burch; Dr. Wayne Chapman;           Mr. James N. Sweeney; Mr. Robert Teal; and Mr. Jamie D. Wayne 
ABSENT – BOARD MEMBER:
Mr. Chad L. Vick
PRESENT – STAFF:
Goodwin, Anderson, Willard, Folsom, Price, Haile, Hamilton, Hammond, Hoffman, Hough, Hubbard, Rogers, Stubbs, Wallace, and Brown 
MEDIA:
Robert Monnie, The Link

VISITORS:
Area Citizens 
  I.
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Miles at 5:00 p.m. at Palmetto Learning Center.  
 II.
Agenda Approval:  Mr. Dusa moved, seconded by Mr. Coleman and carried unanimously, to approve the agenda as presented.

III.
Executive Session/Return to Open Session:  Upon a motion by Mr. Coleman and second by Mr. Dusa, the board entered executive session to discuss personnel matters pertaining to employee hirings, compensation, terminations, and resignations and legal matters.  The board returned to open session upon a motion by Mr. Coleman and second by Mr. Sweeney.

IV.
Moment of Silence/Pledge of Allegiance:  Chairman Miles led a moment of silence in memory of retired Edwards Elementary teacher Joni Ainsworth.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by McBee High student Jackson Morris.  
 V.
Reception of Visitors:  Chairman Miles welcomed visitors, students, parents, teachers, media, TOY Charles Redfearn, Sheriff’s Department representative, and administrative staff.

VI.
Approval of Minutes:  Mr. Coleman moved, seconded by Dr. Chapman and carried unanimously, to approve minutes of the February 5, 2018 board meeting.
VII.
Board Comments:  Board member Wayne noted that McBee Elementary recently celebrated Black History Month with special songs, noting contributions by African Americans, and guest speaker retired McBee Elementary educator Rose Williams.  MES students also celebrated Read Across America Week and traveled to Cheraw Intermediate to participate in the first ever Battle of the Books.  Mrs. Burch recognized the following Petersburg Primary events:  1) participated in the Great Kindness Challenge by celebrating  and  recognizing  acts  of  kindness; 2) Relay for  Life  committee raised over 
$1500 by hosting the second annual Sweetheart Dance for students and parents;               3) literacy coach Ulanda James and teachers Ashley Hancock and Anna Hancock presented a session entitled Snapshots of Literacy: Early Childhood Practices Grant Students Access to the “Literacy Club” at the SC IRA Conference; 4) hosted the first ever African American Read-In; and 5) created a “Real Men Read” club for first and second grade boys.  Mr. Sweeney noted that Cheraw Intermediate celebrated Read Across America Week which included 30 community volunteers reading to the students.  CIS also hosted the first ever Battle of the Books with McBee Elementary.  Mr. Dusa announced the following Long Middle accomplishments:  1) student George Coker Furr placed first in the Prepared Speech competition at the State Business Professionals of America competition, had the highest score on the Financial Literacy written test, and was elected to be the middle school representative of the SC BPA for the second year in a row; 2) twenty-eight students were inducted into the Junior Beta Club; 3) the Academic Team placed 8th out of 23 teams at the Francis Marion Challenge; 4) an anonymous patron paid for 55 Students of the Month to see a play at the local Theatre on the Green; 5) the PTO sponsored a trip to the movies for 258 students who were discipline-free for the first semester; and 6) the newly established soccer team celebrated their first win against Anson County.  Dr. Dusa also congratulated LMS athletic director Jessica Mason and her students on a successful softball/baseball tournament.  Mr. Coleman recognized Central High students who raised $272.70 for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society through the Pennies for Patients campaign.  He also congratulated Central High senior Destiny Johnson who received a $1500.00 scholarship from the SC Association of Educational Office Professionals.
VIII.
Special Recognitions: Exceptional Children Director Rogers and Transition Coach Sam Price presented certificates to the following persons who received awards from the SC Council of Exceptional Children:  1) Cheraw High teacher Jesse McGee, Division of Career Development and Transition General Educator of the Year; 2) Chesterfield High teacher Lisa Hardwick, Exceptional Teacher of the Year; 3) Central High principal Damon Barnhill, Exceptional Principal of the Year; 4) McBee High teacher Ashley Keith, winner of $712 Exceptional Mini-Grant; 5) Chesterfield High student Thomas Diggs, Exceptional Yes I Can winner; and 6) Central High student Steven Edgeworth, winner of $1000 Exceptional Betty Brown Scholarship.

Arts Director Hoffman presented certificates to the following students who were selected for All State Band:  Elsie Brumett, Chesterfield High: Kamryn Gordon, Chesterfield-Ruby Middle; and Margaret Jean Harris, Cheraw High.


Curriculum Director Folsom and Testing Coordinator Hough presented a certificate to McBee High student Jackson Morris, District Spelling Bee winner.  Certificates were also given to the following Junior Scholars: Chesterfield-Ruby Middle – Caroline Gaddy, April Wooten, Kaelyn Brock, Liana Brock, Harper Caulder, Leah Gardner, Lin Yuanxin, Addison Morton, Laney Pope, Walker Sowell and Colton Starling; New Heights Middle – Aiden Cagle and Garrett Deese; McBee High – Sonny Smothers; and Long Middle – Jack Johnson, Shegun Santos, Caden Cauthen and Lawson Wright.  Chairman Miles, on behalf of the board, congratulated all those who were recognized for their accomplishments. 
IX.
Financial Report:  Chief Financial Officer Willard presented the monthly financial review for February.  Mr. Willard reviewed the Ways and Means version of the 2018-2019 budget, which includes no increase to the Base Student Cost which is currently $2425.  Also proposed are a 2% statewide teacher salary increase and a teacher salary schedule increase for 0 and 1 year teachers to a minimum of $32,000, both of which will impact the district budget.  Other proposals being considered are a mandated step increase for teachers, the required 1% employer cost for the retirement fund increase, and employer state health plan premium increases.  Debate continues regarding whether to use the FY14 or the FY19 poverty index, with the latter resulting in an estimated loss of $250,000 for the district.  CFO Willard noted a dramatic increase is expected in expenditures next year.  New bills that have been introduced and need to be monitored involve school resource officers, active shooter training drills, school protection officers, and a shared risk retirement plan.  The current legislative session is scheduled to end May 10.  Mr. Willard reviewed the district schedule, with a budget work session April 30, a proposed first reading May 14 and final budget approval June 11.  Chairman Miles thanked CFO Willard and the business office staff for their efforts in presenting a budget for approval.  
 X.
Personnel Report:  Upon a motion by Mr. Coleman and second by Mr. Teal, the board unanimously approved the attached Personnel Exhibits A-G as recommended by Assistant Superintendent Anderson.  
   XI.  Curriculum Report:  Executive Director Folsom, in reviewing the curriculum report, reminded board members that the District will use the $105,000 grant funds from the 
State Department as part of the Abbeville plaintiff districts to purchase books and provide professional development for teachers.  She noted that 23 FFA students from McBee High went to Columbia recently to thank legislators for their support of agricultural education.  FFA member Emily McDaniel sang the National Anthem at the event, and Lauren Kirkley, who is an FFA state officer, met with State Superintendent Molly Spearman.  Mrs. Folsom also reported continued increases in adult education enrollment and projected graduations in May.  
 XII.  
Superintendent’s Report:  Superintendent Goodwin indicated that the legislative update was included in CFO Willard’s budget presentation.  Board members received a list of the 2018-2019 Teachers of the Year and were informed that the TOY Banquet will be May 8 at PLC at 6:00 pm.  Dr. Goodwin reminded board members that March 30 is a scheduled make-up day.  Schools will be closed April 2-6 for spring break, with the District Office open April 5 and 6.  Other upcoming events include the District Retirement Banquet Thursday, May 10, and Adult Education Graduation Tuesday,     May 22. 


Dr. Goodwin addressed the National School Walkout scheduled March 14 in support of the victims of the recent Florida school shooting.  The administration has worked with principals, student government leaders and others to ensure that students follow the school code of conduct should they choose to participate.  Order will be maintained and student safety will be the top priority.

XIII.
Chairman’s Comments:  Chairman Miles reminded board members of the March 30 deadline to submit Statement of Economic Interests forms to the SEC.  The regular monthly meeting will be Monday, April 16 at Palmetto Learning Center, with an executive session at 5:00 followed by the open session at 5:30 pm.  A budget work session is also scheduled Monday, April 30 at the District Office at 5:00 pm.  
XIV. 
Adjournment:  Upon a motion by Mr. Coleman and second by Mr. Teal, the board adjourned at 6:39 p.m.
 XV.
Media Notification:  The media was previously notified of this school board meeting.
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